
 

You are the salt of the earth . . . 

     You are the light of the world. — Jesus (Matthew 5:13-14) 
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Fuller Center Fall Fundraising Event —                                  
The Fuller Center for Housing of Greater Kansas City 12th Annual BBQ 
Fundraiser is Tuesday, Oct. 4th at Gladstone Community Center, 6901 
Holmes St., Gladstone. The event will be from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm and 
will feature BBQ from Sugar and Spice Catering of Parkville. Included 
are Live and Silent Auctions, and Testimonials from existing partner 
families. Update on current build at 4110 Antioch Road (see photo.) 

Tickets are $50 in advance; $60 at the door; $400 for a table of eight.  

Fuller Center is a vital philanthropy, which relies on Parkville 
Presbyterian and seven other local churches for support. We build 
homes and sell them to families at no cost (no interest, no fees) who 
have income, but would otherwise not qualify for a traditional mortgage. 
We also do upgrades and repairs such as bringing bathrooms into ADA 
compliance with participating homeowners repaying the cost on an 
interest-free note. All proceeds go to funding new projects. You can 
support Fuller Center by purchasing 
tickets, donating themed gift baskets 
for the silent auction or donating items 
or experiences such as dinners at a 
restaurant, tickets to a concert, or 
tickets to a sporting event for the live 
auction. For more information contact 

Randy Smith at 816.516.2051. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just Like That 

Summer Falls Into 

SEPTEMBER 

 

And just like that 

Summer Falls Into 

SEPTEMBER! 



 

   

 

 

 

Food Pantry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SPEAC  

could  
especially  
use these 
items in  

September: 

 

Brownie Mixes 

Cake Mixes and 
Frosting 

Peanut Butter 

Salt and Pepper 

Pork ‘n Beans 

Soup 
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 Back to School Fair Update:  The Saga of the Earbuds 
Thank you, PPC, for donating funds for the purchase of 
400 earbuds for students in need being served by the 
2022 Platte County Back to School Fair (BTSF).  The 
earbuds were ordered in the first week of July with 
help from Office Depot/Office Max Customer Advocate 
Denise Humphrey, who has helped with the PPC order 

for several years, always resulting in a timely delivery 
at a fair price. 
   This year the earbuds’ journey took a bit of a DE-

TOUR.  The vendor from whom Office Depot/Office 
Max ordered the earbuds erroneously sent the PPC or-
der to a business in Ohio.  This business decided to 
keep the earbuds order instead of returning it.  Denise 

Humphrey along with Office Depot/Office Max Divisional Field Manager 
Ryan Burgener and District Sales Manager Steve Beck went into action 
and found another 400 earbuds to send to PPC.  They were more expen-
sive than the original order but were sold to PPC at the original price.   
   Denise handled the massive amount of electronic paperwork involved 
and picked up the order at the warehouse in Johnson County, Kansas, 

on the afternoon of July 28.  She drove them to our meeting place at the 
Roanridge Office Max parking lot, where they were moved from her car 
trunk to mine.  I drove home, unpacked them, placed a PPC label on 
each of the 400 earbud packages and repacked the boxes.  On Friday 
morning July 29, I met Heidi Mick from the Back to School Fair and 
transferred the boxes of earbuds to her car trunk.  Heidi, in turn, took 
them to the Rock of KC Church where they were placed in backpacks 
August 1 for distribution at the BTSF on August 4.   
   Again, thanks to all of you at PPC for your donations to purchase 
these earbuds for the students attending the BTSF.  A special note of 
appreciation was also sent to the three employees of Office Depot/Office 
Max in thanks for their extraordinary efforts in obtaining earbud re-
placements for the Platte County students in a timely manner at the 
original price. They “went above and beyond” to make this order hap-
pen. 
   Upon reflection, the saga of the earbuds reminded me of the message 
in Pastor Steve’s recent sermon.  In it he made the point that God has 
promised to provide enough for us.  We must finish the work and com-
plete the promise by sharing.  I did indeed encounter three strangers in 

this saga who did so.     Linda Tillinghast, Risk Taking Mission Team 

Note: The BTS Fair gave out 673 backpacks and hygiene bags! We saw 
261 families! 113 kids went through the eye/dental screenings and 82 re-
ceived sports physicals! We had 30 exhibitors attend this year to give out 
resources and information to the families. Another successful BTS Fair! 

 We Share Our Love and Concern . . . 
. . . with Pastor Steven Andrews and family, Kari Pellegrino, Malcolm and 

Esme . . . who are reeling and rebounding from the devastation of a home 

fire this past Saturday, August 27. The fire damage was, fortunately, 

largely localized to the garage, though their living space also has smoke 

damage to mitigate. We are thankful for their physical safety and pray for 

their recovery from this shock and devastation. 



 

New Sunday School Class Begins September 11 

On Sunday, September 11th, at 9am, Pastor Steve will begin a new study in the 

Sojourners Sunday School class: The Upswing: How America Came Together a 

Century Ago and How We Can Do So Again. Based on the book of the same title 

by sociologist Robert Putnam, and infused with our own house blend of Scripture 

and theology, the class will explore partisan divides in the United States and the 

conditions that lead to unity. The class will meet both in-person in Room 307 and 

online at www.parkvillepresby.org/sojourners. Join us! 

 

Evening Circle Resumes September 12 - 
As September arrives, Evening Circle will be starting up again.  We generally meet 

the first Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Library. Due to Labor 

Day we will meet the second Monday, September 12.  The study is from the Hori-

zons Magazine entitled Celebrating Sabbath - Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight 

by Carol M. Bechtel.  For any questions, contact Dorothy Cook at 816-436-9261.  

 

Another Successful Summer Winds Down at Heartland! 

As September arrives we celebrate another wonderful summer of spiritual 

formation at Heartland Camps. To celebrate, Heartland is delighted to an-

nounce Barnaby Bright as the headliner for our second annual benefit con-

cert. Enjoy the soundings of Barnaby Bright and some tasty refreshments at 

Heartland’s A Night Under the Stars. It will be Thursday, Sept. 8, at 7pm; 

doors open at 6pm. Get your tickets now — $75 per person! Order at heart-

landcamps.org/stars. The event will be on the lawn of Genesis, Heartland 

Center, 16965 NW 45 HWY, Parkville, MO.  

   Pictured at left is PPC’s own Katie Jones at the start of her week at Heart-

land Camp this summer. She has been going for over 10 years, as did her 

dad before her, and is representative of the many, many PPC youth and fami-

lies who have participated in Heartland ministries over the decades! 

 

Mission Team Update 
The Mission team had a wonderful August —from the grace of God’s abundance and the generosity 
of this church. Pastor Steve informed the congregation that the Community Assistance Fund 
needed a boost and your response was wonderful—with some $5,000 coming in after the initial an-

nouncement in worship! 

And then, Parkville Living Center offered us the opportunity to sell concessions at 
their first Arts and Crafts Fair which helped us gather additional resources to meet 
the needs of our community. Also, Carol Wallace (of the Okiehouse on Instagram) 
sold her beautiful and tasty cookies and donated the proceeds from her sale to 

benefit our community’s needs.  

We have been able to assist a number of people in the past few weeks with the 

monies which have been raised.  Thanks be to God—and to each of you who have participated! 
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 From the Pastor — Rev. Steven Andrews 
2022 is a year of return. 

   In fellowship, in mission, in worship, PPC is 

returning to practices that were common before 

the pandemic, including singing three hymns in 

worship and singing a doxology after the offer-

ing.  

   With this spirit of return in our midst, some of 

you have wondered how we came to the particu-

lar form of the doxology we use in worship. I 

would like to respond to that curiosity here. If, 

after reading this article, you have further com-

ments or questions, please be in touch. I am al-

ways glad to have a conversation about praising 

God. 

   As COVID-19 becomes less of a pandemic and 

more of an endemic (other endemics include the 

common cold), the world is becoming a safer 

place. People are still contracting COVID, but it 

is less likely to be a critical disease. For that, we 

can all breathe a sigh of relief.  

   While we continue to remain vigilant for new 

strains and variants of COVID, we also find our-

selves resuming practices that we suspended in 

2020. Congregational singing is part of that. For 

two years, we have recognized that singing to-

gether in a confined room spreads a lot of breath 

through the air, and breath is the most common 

transmitter of COVID.  

   This is why we brought worship online. This is 

why, when we returned to worship, we sang 

more outside than we did inside; and when we 

did sing inside, we sang one hymn at the end of 

the service. At the end of the service, just before 

everyone left the confined room we have dedi-

cated to worship—that was the safest time to 

sing. 

   Now that we are returning to an embrace of 

song in worship, we have returned to singing 

hymns after the call to worship and after the 

sermon, and to singing the doxology after the 

offering. But why do we sing the particular doxol-

ogy printed in our bulletin? 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

praise triune God whom we adore. Amen. 

 

   Many of us know a different doxology as “The 

Doxology,” and wonder why we are no longer us-

ing “The Doxology.” But this expression of curi-

osity misunderstands the meaning of a doxol-

ogy—and it may be offered by people who are 

unaware of the history of doxologies in the 

Christian tradition. 

   A doxology is an expression of praise to 

God. Originally, they were appended to the end 

of hymns, as a sort of extra punctuation mark at 

the end of the hymn. In fact, we believe we see 

evidence of the first doxologies in the Bible, 

where we find poetic expressions of praise to 

God that we believe were commonly added to the 

end of hymns. 

   Thus, the oldest and most traditional doxology 

might be: 

Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel,  

from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and Amen. 

(Psalm 41:13) 

Or perhaps: 

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  

the whole earth is full of his glory. (Isaiah 6:3) 

   In the New Testament, we find doxologies like 

this one from 1 Timothy: Now to the King eter-

nal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory for ever and ever. Amen. Or this one 

from Paul’s letter to the Romans: To the only 

wise God be glory for ever through Jesus Christ! 

Amen. 

   As the Christian tradition progressed from the 

New Testament era to a post-Biblical one, dox-

ologies became songs of praise that invoked the 

Trinity. Thus, one of the oldest and most tradi-

tional doxologies, still in use by the Catholic 

Church, is:  

Continued on next page > 



 

Pastor’s Reflections — continued from previous page 
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, 

and ever shall be, 

world without end. 

Amen. Amen! 

   This doxology is many centuries older than the 

one we think of as traditional. Of course, it re-

flects the early Christian tradition of using a 

Trinitarian formula to praise God. It also retains 

the Biblical practice of invoking eternality, with 

the phrase “world without end.”  

   Similar qualities are held by the doxology 

many of us think of as the traditional one, or 

simply as “The Doxology.” That doxology was 

written in the late 1600s by an English cleric 

named Thomas Ken. Ken was the chaplain to 

Winchester College, a boarding school for ado-

lescent boys, and he wrote his doxology as an 

appendix, or punctuation, to three hymns he 

wrote in a hymn-book for the boarding school.  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   Ken’s doxology was beloved at Winchester Col-

lege, and it soon became beloved throughout the 

English-speaking world. In the 1700s, colonists 

took this doxology to the new world, where it 

was adopted by many Protestant churches in 

the land that would become the United States. 

   It is a beautiful doxology and a worthy hymn 

of praise, but it is far from being “the only one” 

or “the traditional one.” Other doxologies are far 

older and have been used by more Christians 

around the world. Still, I recognize that this one 

is beloved and traditional to many of us. 

   With all that information as background, I can 

say more about why we use the doxology printed 

in our bulletin. 

   I believe that God is beyond gender. God en-

compasses all genders and God is beyond gen-

der. The Bible recognizes this, when it refers to 

God as a mother eagle or mother hen, or when it 

uses evocative phrases like the Hebrew El Shad-

dai to refer to the feminine aspects of God. Still, 

our Biblical translations tend to reflect an exclu-

sively masculine view of God, and so too do our 

calls to worship drawn from Scripture, and 

many of our hymns, and our Scripture readings. 

   There are many parts of worship that reflect 

the masculine aspects of God, and almost none 

that reflect the feminine. Because of that, I em-

brace a doxology that at least uses gender-

neutral phrases in praising God.  

   This doxology can be found in the Presbyte-

rian Church (USA) hymnal, and it was intro-

duced to the church by the Rev. Ky Weekly 

when he served here as interim pastor. Though I 

do not agree with all of Reverend Weekly’s wor-

ship choices, I do agree with this one. 

   I hope that, by maintaining it, a new genera-

tion of Christians will begin to think of it as tra-

ditional.  

   After all, it reflects the most important aspects 

of the doxology many of us consider traditional. 

It offers praise to God. It uses the same powerful 

tune. It also lifts up the Trinity—and does so 

more thoroughly than Thomas Ken’s doxology.  

   Consider this: Ken’s version devotes three 

lines to God the Father, and then only invokes 

the other members of the Trinity in its fourth 

and final line. The doxology we are using gives 

one line each to God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit, and then brings them together in a fourth 

line that lifts up the whole Trinity.  

   In this way, even though it is a change from 

the tradition to use gender-neutral language for 

God, it is an embrace of older traditions to more 

fully invoke the Trinity. 

                                                                        
Concluded on next page > 
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Peace & Global Witness Special Offering  

    Will Be Dedicated October 2nd 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of our PCUSA denomination’s special offer-

ings. 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 
church to promote the Peace of 

Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world. 

25% of this offering is retained by our church here in Park-

ville to promote peacemaking in our local communities.   

 
25% is used by Presbytery & Synod mid-councils for their 

ministries of peace and reconciliation. 

 
50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advo-

cate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including 

our own, through collaborative projects of education and 

Christian witness. 

For PPC’s 25% of this offering, the Risk-Taking Mission 
Team is discerning how best to promote peacemaking in 

our local communities.  Watch for publication of our deci-

sion in the PPC Weekly Update email newsletters during 

September. 

Look for Peace & Global Witness Offering envelopes in 

the pews.  The offering dedication is on World Communion Sunday, October 2. 
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Kari Pellegrino 

Kayla Chapple 

Sean Ponder 

Janet Geary 

Serenity Pederson 

Greg Smith 

 

 

Clarence Lowery 

Mike Fenley 

Chris Smith 

Samsen Staley 

Cathy Vaughn 

Andi Kahclamat 

   In the end, the tradition of singing doxologies as part of Christian worship is long and storied, 

but the particular doxologies we sing have been different in different times and places. This is as it 

should be. Throughout time, we Christians have striven to adapt a timeless message to new places, 

to different cultures, and to other languages, all in an effort to preserve the most important parts of 

our tradition, while also remaining flexible and open. In this way, we allow our traditions to adapt 

and change, so that we may hear the voice of the Holy Spirit in new ways. Amen. 

Pastoral Reflections — Concluded from previous page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy September! 

 

The 2022-2023 choir season is upon us! 

All are welcome to participate in the 

choir, which rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings from 7-8pm in the sanctuary, 

and meets at 9:15am on Sunday morn-

ings. Upcoming anthems include living 

American composer Sally DeFord's “Come Unto Christ” and “Feast On the Word of the Lord.” For 

Kick-Off Sunday on September 11, instrumental offerings will include Brahms' Waltz op. 39, no. 

15 for flute and piano. The choir will offer Samuel Wesley's setting of Psalm 133, “Behold, How 

Good and Joyful.”  

 

This is also an exciting time as we are in the process of forming an organ committee to discuss op-

tions moving forward, as our current instrument is failing. If you have any questions, are inter-

ested in being a member of the committee, or know someone who might be, please contact Sarah. 

Kansas City has a wealth of organs that we will have the opportunity to hear, see, and learn 

from.                                                                    — Sarah Lyons, Director of Music 
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Featured Folks — Rich and Eileen Huyck 
Rich and Eileen Huyck have returned to Park-

ville Presbyterian from South Broadland Presby-

terian where they worshipped while their daugh-

ter was pastor there. They are glad to be back 

and Rich is looking forward to 

singing in the choir again. If 

you have admired our baptis-

mal font, the receptacle for the 

Holy Water was made by Ei-

leen. Eileen is a creator, her 

husband says. Rich also sings 

in Heart of America Barber-

shop Chorus 

   The couple met and married 

in Texas while both were at-

tending West Texas State Uni-

versity (now West Texas A & M University) in 

Canyon, Texas, and will celebrate their 60th wed-

ding anniversary on November 7 this year. 

   Rich, a native of Oklahoma, grew up in Ohio, 

tried college there, decided it was not for him 

and joined the Air Force. The Air Force sent him 

to Taiwan where he monitored Morse Code mes-

sages for 15 months. Transferred to Westover 

Air Base in in Massachusetts, he sang in the 

base choir and learned to play duplicate bridge 

which proved fortuitous.  He talked his way out 

of the Air Force three months early to enter West 

Texas State at the beginning of a semester.  

   Eileen grew up in Texas and as 

a student at West Texas State 

she investigated the duplicate 

bridge club activities and, yes, 

that is where she met Rich. The 

couple left Texas when Rich 

learned of a co-op program be-

tween the Air Force and White 

Sands Missile Range. He at-

tended college at New Mexico 

State University a semester and 

worked at the White Sands a se-

mester graduating in 1966. 

   Parents of four children, their first son was 

born in New Mexico and their daughter and twin 

sons in California when Rich worked for Lock-

heed in Burbank. Now the couple has four 

grandchildren  

   Since 1973, when TWA brought the family to 

Kansas City, Eileen and Rich have called this 

home.  Welcome back! 



 

     Parkville Presbyterian Church 

September  2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
10:00am Morning Circle 
 

10-12pm Community 
Conversation  
 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 

Church Office. 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

2 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

4 
 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 

person and on  
Facebook 
 
 

 
 
 

5 
LABOR DAY  
OFFICE CLOSED  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6 
10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
 
 
6:30pm IFD  

 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

7 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
7:00pm Choir  
 

8 
10-12pm Community 
Conversation  

12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
7:00p.m. Generosity, 
Risk Taking Mission 

Meetings 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  (Whipple Hall) 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
9-12:00pm Paws in 
the Park 

11 

9:00 Sunday School 
Kick-off 

 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on  
Facebook  

 
 
 
 

12 
10:00am DAYS FOR 
GIRLS  

 
6:30pm Session Meeting 
7:00pm Evening Circle  
  

 
 
7:00p. NCC  
 

7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts  

13 
10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
2:00p.m. SPEAC 
Board Meeting  
 

 
 
 
6:30-7:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

14 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
7:00pm Choir  
 

15 
 
 

12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
 

 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

16 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6-8:00pm  
Break Time With 
Little Big Band  

17 
 
9-11:00am SPEAC 

Drive Thru 
 
 
 

18 

9:00 Sunday School  
 

10:00a.m.Worship,  
in person and on 
Facebook  
 

 
11:30a.m. Worship 
Team  

19 

  

 
 

7:00pm NCC  
 
7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 
 

20 

10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
 
 
 

6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

21 

 
 

 
 
6:00p.m. Ambulance 
Meeting  

 
7:00 Choir  

22 

 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 

Church Office 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 

the Track  
 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

10:00am PLC Board 

Meeting  

25 

9:00 Sunday School  
 

10:00a.m.Worship,  
in person and on 
Facebook  

 

26 

 

 

 
7:00pm NCC 
 
7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 

27 

10-12:00pm Tech 

Connect  

 

 

28 

 

 
 
 

7:00pm Choir  

29 

12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 

Church Office 

7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

30 

 

 



 

Sunday Worship 10am in person in the 
Sanctuary or online via YouTube.  
The Session asks that worshipers wear 
masks during worship in Sanctuary. 
Church Office: 816.741.1641 
e-Mail: church@parkvillepresby.org 
Website:  www.parkvillepresby.org 
Watch live on Facebook or find us on  
YouTube, and Zoom into our virtual classes  
and other gatherings! 

PARKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

819 Main Street 

Parkville, MO 64152-3630 

 

Office: 816.741.1641 

Fax: 816.741.1744 

e-mail  church@parkvillepresby.org  

Website  www.parkvillepresby.org 
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News Deadline is NOON — Last Sunday of Month 
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