
 

You are the salt of the earth . . . 

     You are the light of the world. — Jesus (Matthew 5:13-14) 
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You know  
the drill . . . 

We invite you to begin this Lenten Holy Season  
in one of two opportunities:  

 
12:00-1:00pm, Individual/Informal  

Ash Wednesday observance 
 

7:00p.m. Ash Wednesday  Service 
Wednesday—March 2 

Special Edition of Salt Shaker! 

We like to think of every month’s issue of the Salt Shaker newsletter as 
being special because each one is filled with special opportunities and 
ministries for special people who love and care! But this issue is unique 
in that it collects and recaps some of last month’s worship focus on  
effects of the pandemic. We’re loading all this into a time capsule to be 
opened in 50 years, but thought you might enjoy a sneak peak. See in-
side, beginning page 3. 



 

   

 

 

 

Food Pantry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SPEAC  
could  

especially  
use these 
items in 
March: 

 

Chili Beans 

Granola Bars 

or  

Breakfast Bars 

Brownie Mixes 

Frosting 
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New Artistic Director for  
Northland Community 
Choir— 

Northland 
Commu-
nity Choir 
members, 
several of 
whom be-
long to 
PPC, are 
pleased to 

announce the appointment of  
Mattheus Cruz as their new Artistic 
Director. Mr. Cruz is a doctor of musi-
cal arts candidate at UMKC. He suc-
ceeds PPC’s former director of Music 
and Fine Arts—Paul Erickson. 

Under their new director, the commu-
nity choir will begin rehearsals March 
7, 7-9 pm at PPC; registration begins at 
6:30—if you would consider being a 
part! Welcome to the new Director and 
good wishes to the Community Choir 
as they regroup and prepare for per-
formances. 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
was Feb. 13 – and 
some 430 food and 

cash donations were 
received! Thanks for 

participating, for car-
ing and sharing! 

Pandemic-inspired book  
by Jill Ballou - 

Following up on her popular children’s 
book, City Market!, Jill Ballou wrote a 
new book for the pandemic sea-
son, Safe at City Market. What a 
great way 
to lead 
into our 
pandemic 
time cap-
sule! 

Cherith Brook Could Use 
Your Help! 

So Elijah did according to the word of 
the Lord, he went and lived by Cherith 
Brook . . . and the ravens brought him 
food.  -- I Kings 17 

There are lots of new initiatives to find 
solutions to the housing crisis in Kansas 
City. Cherith Brook has long been a 
place offering warm hospitality and 
three meals a week to the unhoused 
people living in the northeast area of 
Kansas City.    

But they perhaps are best known 
among the people they serve as the 
shower house. On Thursdays folks can 
come for a shower, get their laundry 
done, and pick up new or gently used 
clothing.   

Right now Cherith Brook is asking for 
gloves, skull caps, winter coats (L and 
XL), thermals, sleeping bags, tarps, ra-
zors, deodorant, and African American 
hair products. We will have a collec-
tion box in the Narthex from March 
6th-20th.   



 

It has been two years since a worldwide pan-
demic — COVID 19 — substantially changed our 
lives, including operation of and participation in 
our church. In worship this past February 6th, we 
dedicated items for a pandemic time capsule. The 
capsule will be sealed and placed in the bomb 
shelter beneath Whipple Hall, and a plaque in the 
narthex will direct future generations to where it 
is and when it is to be opened.  

In this month’s Salt Shaker, we’d like to share 
some of the items that were dedicated to the time 
capsule. We know that telling stories is one of the 
ways we recover from pain, form our identities, 
and make meaning of the world. It is our hope 
that these items will not only entertain and in-

form people in the future, but that they will help 
us understand and tell our stories in the present.  

God, after all, is a great storyteller, and the stories 
God weaves in us are both ours and a light for 
the world.  

Pastor Steve’s contribution to the capsule was a 
series of photographs and captions from the life 
of the church during the pandemic. Steve writes, 
Future generations will likely have good access 
to historical information about this chapter in 
our lives, but they may be interested in personal 
stories and in what this season was like for our 
particular church. 

Several of Pastor Steve’s contributions follow. 

A Pandemic Time Capsule 

In response to the corona virus pandemic that began in late 2019 and early 2020, we at 
Parkville Presbyterian Church moved worship, education, and faith formation online: 

When weather permitted,  
we moved worship outside  

During the pandemic we worshiped both inside and out; either way 
we masked and social distanced. Communion was modified to make 
it safe to partake. When worship was in-person, it was also broad-
cast online for those who did not feel safe gathering with us. 

This is a group of 
parents, grandpar-
ents, and Sunday 
School leaders coming 
together on 
ZOOM—a digital 
format unknown to 
many of us at the be-
ginning of the pan-
demic—and now, 
second nature.  

Page 3 
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Above: Communion was modified to make it safe to 
partake.  
Below: wearing masks and social distancing to 
keep community safe while continuing mission 

Sunday School out-
side, with masks 

PPC’s previously postponed 175th anniversary celebrated as 176th on Sep. 19, 
2021. Pastor Steve had contracted COVID-19 and Marcus Flores ably filled in. 

Masked Christmas Pageant: December 19, 2021. 
The PPC choir in December 2021. 

Outdoor 176th Anniversary Observance 
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Here 
- Rev. Kari Pellegrino 
 
Beacons of warning, 
Maps webbing terror, 
It is coming, it is here! 
 
New layers on faces, 
Layers scrubbed off hands, 
It is coming, it is coming, and soon it will 
be here. 
 
Are you essential? What can you do? 
It’s coming. Who are you 
When it is here? 
 
Halls empty, doors closed 
A gallows reprieve? No. 
It is coming and soon will be here. 
 
Raw hands, raw eyes, Melpomene faces 
Holding and proning. 
It is here, it is here. 
 
We breathed their last breaths 
Clasped their hands fast. They did not die 
alone. 
There are more, there are more here. 
 
Going slow to go all the way down, 
To the quiet places where COVID was, 
And COVID took, and God is still here. 

Pastor Steve’s spouse — 
Rev. Kari Pellegrino — is 

an ordained minister 
serving as a hospital 

chaplain in the St. Luke’s 
Healthcare System.  

And add poet to that list 
of titles! 
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One contribution to the time capsule came from Joyce Schrimsher, who shared a variety of profound memo-
ries and accompanying photos. 

Joyce writes, A week after we decided to isolate on March 14, 2020, we hosted Jeni and Henry (Joyce’s daughter and 
grandson) for donuts on our deck. We used pool noodles to separate ourselves six feet and did not hug as usual. 

As the pandemic went on, Joyce adopted the concept of contact bubbles and included her close family mem-
bers in hers. 

Later, on August 15, 2020, Joyce and Jack welcomed a new grandchild. Their son, Ward, and his wife, Cath-
erine had their first child during the pandemic year! 

The child’s name was Magnus, and as of this writing, his other grandmother from China has not yet held 
Magnus, due to travel bans to and from that country. 

Joyce adds:: Ward could not go with Catherine to pre-birth appointments but was allowed in the birthing 
room with her and the baby. Unlike babies born during normal years, who are held by many friends and 
family members, Magnus saw no one other than medical staff until he was two months old. 

Before the birth, on August 3rd, 2020, friends and family of Ward and Catherine held a Zoom baby shower. 
People gathered from Pennsylvania, California, Florida, and Missouri. Friends and family mailed their gifts 
ahead of time so Ward and Catherine could open them over Zoom. 

And that wasn’t the only activity that the pandemic both forced and made possible. According to Joyce: “To 
occupy my time, I tried: learning line dancing from YouTube, reading many books, buying a Zoom account to 
help bring the church’s women’s circles online, and trying to sew masks for family members.” 

In her dispatch to the 
future, Joyce shared 
many other memo-
ries as well: medical 
appointments that 
were delayed; trips 
that were cancelled; 
bread that was 
baked; and church 
that was missed. As 
Joyce writes, “Our 
family very much 
missed attending 
church and all of the 
activities connected 
with our church fam-
ily.” And we missed 
them, and all of our 
church family, as 
well. 

Time Capsule Contributions from our Congregation — 
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The Lament of 2020 —  by Linda Tillinghast 
Linda Tillinghast submitted the following prayer/poem for our pandemic time capsule. It was inspired by the 
sacred poetry of Ann Weems and includes some lines written by her, but the overall work is an artistic creation 
of Linda Tillinghast. 

Merciful and just God, 
God of our forefathers, 
Don’t you recognize your faithful ones? 
Haven’t we known you since the days of our youth? 
God, have you forgotten our covenant? 
 
How could you have allowed this hot mess to happen? 
We sit and wait for you and you do not come. 
 
O God of justice, stop this virus, and stoop to comfort your people. 
For you, and only you, are our refuge. 
 
How long will you watch, O God, as your people exist scared, angry, sick 

and desperate? 
This virus has uncovered all our nation’s hidden weaknesses. 
We lie stricken in sick beds. 
We die in the hundreds of thousands. 
We wait in unemployment lines. 
We are hungry and homeless. 
We are lied to, insulted, and humiliated. 
The land we love has become barren of truth, compassion, empathy, and caring. 
 
We encounter prejudice and hate daily. 
We bleed on the streets and do not know who will help us. 
Fires, floods, storms, and drought devastate our homeland. 
Selfishness and greed for money and power reign in the world around us. 
We contend with unbearable stress and anxiety. 
 
O God of Mercy, we are on our knees. 
We beg of you to bring peace out of this chaos. 
Divide the Red Sea once more and save your people. 
We hunger for your righteousness. 
We are starved for your justice. 
Our souls are shriveling without your nourishment 
 
O God, in times past, you have heard the groaning of your people, 
And you have spoken to them. 
Speak to us now, O Holy One—to us, O God, the ones who wait for your word. 
 
O you to whom we belong, find us! 
We will wait here, for you have never failed to come to us. 
We will wait here, for you have always been faithful. 
We will wait here, for you are our God, 
And you have promised that you counted the hairs on each of our heads. 
 
Wrap your arms around us, your wounded ones. 
Hold us in the palm of your hands. 
Lead us to the light, for it is so very dark here. 



 

The Future of Worship at Parkville Presbyterian Church 
  Parting thoughts on this COVID-19 issue from Pastor Steve 

W ITH ALL THE PROFOUND TIME CAPSULE CONTRIBUTIONS captured in this issue of the Salt Shaker, 
the question will no doubt arise for many of you, How long will the church continue to live 

under pandemic restrictions? 

    For the past two years at PPC, we have considered it our ethical obligation to have safer practices 
than are legally required. We have considered it our ethical obligation to be safer than we have to 
be. We recognize that children under five cannot yet be vaccinated against COVID-19. We recognize 
that many of our members are older adults who are vulnerable, even when vaccinated.  

    Still today, a significant portion of our community connects with us primarily online, and that is 
something that we don’t see changing. Even before the pandemic, we should have had a more sig-
nificant online presence. As the world changes and we change with it, online worship will be here to 
stay. 

    The same is true, for the time being, of our basic pandemic precautions: Masks are required within 
the building with the exception of small children and workers in their workspaces. Worship contin-
ues to be modified for COVID safety, with extra precautions taken around Communion and sing-
ing.  

    At the current stage of the pandemic, though the Omicron variant seems to have done its worst 
and the number of hospitalizations is declining, resulting in relief for healthcare workers in our re-
gion--we have seen the numbers dip before and then return again.  

    Our Session is actively discussing how we will navigate safety at the church moving forward. Re-
specting that we come from a variety of backgrounds and viewpoints, but also that we are commit-
ted to doing more than what is asked of us for the sake of our church community and our wider 
community, we will navigate the next steps with God’s love for the world as our guide.  

 

 

 

As we begin a new month and a new li-
turgical season, we will hear musical of-
ferings to complement our sermon series 
on The Lord’s Prayer. On Ash Wednes-
day, the choir will offer Thurlow Weed’s 
Ashes Alone. On March 6, as we focus on 

reverence to God in every aspect of our lives, the choir will offer Handel’s Thanks Be to Thee. On 
March 13, as we focus on Matthew 6:10, we’ll sing This Is My Father’s World, and the choir will of-
fer Christiansen’s Thy Kingdom Come, O Lord. Join us, as we dive deeper into The Lord’s Prayer to-
gether. Join us, also, for choir! We meet on Wednesdays at 7pm and on Sunday mornings at 9:15am, 
and always have a wonderful time of music-making and fellowship. 
                                                                                                                   — Sarah Lyons, Director of Music 
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SPEAC NEWS 

Once again on Saturday, February 19, an amazing group of volunteers arrived to support SPEAC’s 
drive-thru event.   Saturday morning started as possibly the coldest morning we’ve experienced in 
our drive-thru history, and some volunteers even had to navigate snow-covered streets to get to the 
pantry.  Altogether 86 households composed of 316 individuals were served.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    With the help of many volunteers life became a little bit easier for all those households experienc-
ing need.  A little of the worry and concern many families experience trying to keep food on the ta-
ble was eased. Among those served were families dealing with significant losses related to the pan-
demic, parents working hard but struggling to get back on their feet financially, and households 
struggling to manage with the rising costs of utilities, medication, and food. Many of these families 
shared their overwhelming appreciation for the drive-thru event.    
 
    Events like this require time and effort from a lot of volunteers to be successful. Thanks to every-
one who assisted - from those seeing our driveway and sidewalks were free of snow/ice, hanging 
our banner, ordering the items we needed, unloading the delivery truck, packing boxes, setting up 
the morning of the drive-thru, and everyone working at the drive-thru itself!  It takes many people 
doing many things to make these events possible and successful.     
 
   Thank you, volunteers! 
Save the date for SPEAC’s next drive-thru event scheduled for March 19th.   Come join us! 
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One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference in the world 

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) — 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 
Self-Development of People — all work in different ways to serve com-
munities in need. Their work fits together to provide people with safety, sus-
tenance and hope. Received during the season of Lent (March 2—April 17) 
each gift helps to improve lives in these challenging situations.  
 
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) 
• Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devas-
tation of natural or human-caused disasters, and support for refugees 
 Receives 32% of funds raised 
 
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) 
 Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes 

of poverty so that all may be fed. 
 Receives 36% of funds received. 
 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP) 
 Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, pov-

erty and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impacts of these 
issues. 

 Receives 32% of funds received.  
 
At PPC this offering will be dedicated on Palm Sunday, April 10. 
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Joyce Allen 

Joyce Berg 

Aaron Bumann 

Donna Cox 

 

 

 

Chuck Dixon 

Sandra Ferguson 

Paul Gault 

Kay Jackson 

Carol Park 

Jack Henry  
Schrimsher 

Judy Seifert 

Melissa Sickman 

Bill Walter 

  

 

Karen Murray was born at Scott Air Force Base in 
Illinois when her father was stationed there. Re-
leased from the service they moved back home to 
Maryville, Missouri. She attended schools there 
including Northwest Missouri State University 
where she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in elementary education and a 
master’s degree as a reading special-
ist. 
 
    Her teaching career began in small 
rural schools in Missouri before she 
and her husband Eldon moved to 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Both taught there 
for 22 years. First Grade was my fa-
vorite grade to teach, Karen said, but 
she also taught other grades and was 
a reading specialist. 
 
    The two Murray sons were born in Alaska be-
fore the family moved back to Missouri to be 
closer to aging parents. One son now lives in 
Lee’s Summit where he is an engineer. The other 
son, father of the Murray’s 11 and 10 year-old 
grandsons, resides in Laramie, Wyoming where 
he and his wife teach. They will soon be visiting 
during their Easter vacation and Thanksgiving is 
always a time to get together. 
 

    Traveling was an avocation the family enjoyed, 
especially to Hawaii where they owned a place 
and going to the beach was a priority for the 
boys. 
 

    Karen has several hobbies — includ-
ing gardening--flowers mainly since 
unknown critters eat the vegetables—
and sewing. She has made hundreds 
of little dresses for Africa and many 
Pandemic masks. Reading has become 
a more important pastime since break-
ing her neck last year which has lim-
ited her mobility and her traveling. 
 
    What brought her to Parkville Pres-
byterian? Take a bow congregants as 

her answer was the people. She recalls church 
shopping and on Easter Matt Reeves, then associ-
ate pastor, was standing in the narthex and real-
izing she was a newcomer he greeted her. She 
enjoyed singing the Hallelujah when members of 
the congregation were invited to join the choir in 
singing it. Several praised her beautiful tenor 
voice. Her experience had a family feeling and 
she joined. 
 
    Thanks, Karen! And continue healing! 
 

Featured Folks:  Karen Murray 

 S A L T  S H A K E R      M A R C H  2 0 2 2  



 

Parkville Presbyterian Church 
March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00-1:00pm, Individ-
ual/Informal Ash Wed. 
7:00p.m. Ash  
Wednesday  Service 
8:00pm Choir  

3 
10:00a.m. Morning Circle 
 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
 
6:30p.m. AAUW 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
11-3:00pm  
DAR 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9:00am  Sunday 
School 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on Face-
book 
 
 
 
 

7 
  
7-9pm Northland Comm. 
Choir Rehearsal at PPC 
Begins with 6:30 regis-
tration 
 
  
 
7:00p.m. Evening Circle  

8  
 
2:00p.m. SPEAC 
Board Meeting  in 
person 
 
7:00p.m. IFD  
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

9 
12:00p.m. Faith Lead-
ers Alliance  

 
 
 
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

10 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
7:00p.m. Generosity, 
Risk Taking Mission 
Meetings 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  (Whipple Hall) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

 9:00am Sunday 
School 
 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on Face-
book  
 
 
 
 

14 
10-1p.m. Days For Girls 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
6:30p.m. Session  
 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00p.m. Ambulance 
Meeting  
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8:00p.m. Break 
Time  sponsored by 
PLC 

19 
 
9-11:00a.m. SPEAC 
Drive Thru Event  
 
 
 

20 
9:00a.m.  Sunday 
School 
10:00a.m.Worship,  
in person and on 
Facebook  
 
 
  
 

21 

 

 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

24 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

10-12:00p.m. 

Girl Scouts in  

Whipple Hall 

27 

9:00am Sunday 
School 

 

10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on 

28 

 
 
 
 
6:30p.m. small group 
session  
 

29 

 

 

6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

30 

 

 

7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday Worship 10am in person in the 
Sanctuary or online via YouTube.  
The Session asks that worshipers wear 
masks during worship in Sanctuary. 
Church Office: 816.741.1641 
e-Mail: church@parkvillepresby.org 
Website:  www.parkvillepresby.org 
Watch live on Facebook or find us on  
YouTube, and Zoom into our virtual classes  
and other gatherings! 

PARKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
819 Main Street 

Parkville, MO 64152-3630 

 
Office: 816.741.1641 

Fax: 816.741.1744 

e-mail  church@parkvillepresby.org  

Website  www.parkvillepresby.org 
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