
 

“You are the salt of the earth . . . 

     You are the light of the world.” — Jesus (Matthew 5:13-14) 
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Scout Troop 333 Observes 90th Anniversarybbbbb 
A milestone anniversary for our church-sponsored Scout Troop: Chartered and 
sponsored by Parkville Presbyterian Church, the troop celebrates 90 years of 
Scouting this year. The photo below, along with the original troop charter, hangs 
in the room where the current troop meets. Troop 333 is one of the oldest and 
longest-serving troops in Platte County. Congratulations! 

February Care Letters  —        
Similar to the Angel Tree that we use to collect 
gifts at Christmastime, we are featuring hearts  
instead of angels in February — with a clothes-
line instead of a tree.  

   We are hanging hearts from a clothesline in the 
Narthex on Sundays, February 6th and 13th. Each 
heart will unfold to show the name and address of a 
family (or individual who lives alone) from within our 
congregation. We encourage our congregants to take a 
random heart and a blank “thinking of you” card that 

will be available next to the heart. You are encouraged to write your chosen 
family or individual a note sharing your friendship and good wishes, and then 
mail it to the recipient(s) you have selected. If you are worshiping online during 
the pandemic, call the office and we will select a heart for you and get a card to 
you to use if you do not already have one. 
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SPEAC  
could  

especially  
use these 
items this 

month: 

 

Chili seasoning 

Taco seasoning 

Brownie mixes 

Hot Chocolate 
Mixes 

Black pepper 

Toothpaste 
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 Just a month away — Our Lenten journey begins 

As Linda Myers retires from her work at Hillcrest 
Platte County and begins a new chapter of serving 
God in ministry, she was honored for her years of 

work with Hillcrest. Praise God for opportunities to 
serve and for the love that helps people grow. 
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Pastoral Perspective:  Changing Lives Through CarePortal 
CarePortal is a nationwide network connecting social workers and churches. Parkville 
Presbyterian Church is a part of it, and we are joining with others to change lives for the 
better because of it. 

   Through CarePortal, a school social worker or a county case worker or some other pro-
fessional who works with families in desperate need can post an identified need to a group 
of willing churches who can step in to help. Often, when these overworked social workers 
see churches coming together to help a family, they are inspired in their own work, and 
our ministry becomes a ministry to them. 

   At PPC, we sometimes answer needs by giving money to help with an issue. Other times, 
we refer people to the food pantry for assistance with food. Other times, we bring lamps to 
people who are just getting their first apartment, as we did in one of the instances below. 
This year, our Faith and Families Sunday School class adopted a family for Christmas 
through CarePortal. You can hear more about that connection at the end of this article. 

   One of the most comforting aspects of this system is that 
all CarePortal needs are vetted by a social worker, someone 
who is working with the family to ensure that they have ac-
cess to available community resources and that a plan is in 
place to move toward stability. But there are extraordinary 
needs—needs that can’t be met through a typical charity—
social workers turn to CarePortal, and they look for a church 
that can step into the gap. 

   In recent months, this is how we have stepped into the gap: 

 We helped a family remain in their home and pay for 
educational expenses. In one family, both parents con-
tracted COVID in December; both were hourly workers 
who could not work and had no income while they quar-
antined at home. Meanwhile, their two children, who both 
have special educational needs, were also sick. In this 
case, a school district social worker identified a variety of needs for this family, and we 
joined with other churches to provide the financial resources they needed to remain in 
their home and stay on track with school. 

 We helped a family with six children that was struggling to catch up on utility bills 
and get their finances back to normal. The dad was already working, and when the 
mom started working to help improve the situation, their food stamp benefits de-
creased. This could have made it harder for them to catch up on those utility bills, as 
they might have had to choose between money for groceries and money for lights. How-
ever, our help ensured that food was provided while the parents paid their debts and 
worked for a better life. 

 We provided furnishings for a family moving from transitional housing into their 
own apartment. Volunteers from the church brought lamps and other items we had 

Continued on next page 
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used when we worked with Family Promise of the Northland. These items were given 
before Christmas, which is helpful information in understanding this note from Susan 
Zimmerman: Bill and I just took the four lamps to the Care Portal family and they 
thought this was a wonderful Christmas gift. The kids were excited and calling out 
which lamp they wanted!” 

 When a single mother and her son were dealing with a close loss in the family, fu-
neral expenses, decreased income, and a potential eviction, we joined with other 
churches to provide the funds that kept them in their apartment. This gift gave them 
some breathing room so they could find new housing that would better fit their current 
income level. 
 

 We helped a grandmother who is raising her 19-month-old granddaughter. Due to 
the grandmother contracting COVID, and a COVID-related shutdown at her grand-
daughter’s daycare, she was unable to work for six weeks. While a social worker was 
able to connect her with resources for rent and utilities, she did not have enough to 
provide Christmas gifts for her grandchild. We stepped in with financial resources to 
help make Christmas special. 

   And there is one other Christmas story to share. As I mentioned earlier, this year, our 
Faith and Families Sunday School class adopted a family through CarePortal and provided 
them with Christmas blessings. 

   Jeni Schrimsher writes, “I delivered a trunkful of gifts to the mom of the family sponsored 
- it took us two trips to get everything inside. I invited her and her daughters to join us for 
Christmas Eve worship as well as for the December 30th Parkville Living Center ‘Break 
Time’ event. She had a beautiful tree up in their apartment, and when I complimented her, 
she got emotional telling me about putting up their tree in October because she really just 
needed something to cheer herself up and look forward to. She said that she didn’t really 
have a support system locally, because she only has one aunt who lives here. I just let her 
know that she and her kids are welcome at our church anytime. I also told her about the 
Parkville Living Center. I told her that our class just wanted her family to feel loved over 
the holidays. 

   “Here was a follow up text from her about an hour after I delivered everything: ‘Thank 
you so much, you guys really got everything on their list. I know it’s not all about gifts but it 
means the world that you and your families helped mine. And they will know who it is from. 
I will take pictures, they are going to be so happy! Thank you from the bottom of my heart!” 

   May this same spirit of giving remain with us year-round, as we continue to come to-
gether to change lives in the name of Christ. 

Changing Lives through CarePortal (cont. from previous page) 
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A Message from Pastor Steve — 
Per Capita is an annual collection taken up by our denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
where they ask each active member for $43.07. These funds support the basic infrastructure of the 
denomination, providing the money for offices and staff, providing the foundation for all the good 
work we do together. 

   In December 2017, when Kari and I were moving 
her mother from New York to Missouri, so that we 
could better care for her as Alzheimer's Disease 
was setting in, the denomination stepped in to 
help. To allow us to make this move without going 
into debt, a Presbytery staff member provided fre-
quent flyer miles to help Kari and her mother fly 
for free, and a pastor's emergency fund reimbursed 
us for the moving costs so we could bring her here 
without charging the move to a credit card. In this 
case, though the emergency funds themselves 
came from a source other than Per Capita, Per 

Capita provided the infrastructure that made the giving of those funds possible. 

   Through our denomination, we support a number of ministries that are active as God's hands 
and feet in the world. We support foreign mission workers through the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency, emergency aid and long-term rebuilding through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and 
local ministries like Heartland Camp and the La Paz Center through Heartland Presbytery. 

   Per Capita funds provide the foundation that make all these ministries and many more possible. 
This year, PPC is committed to funding our entire Per Capita payment. That means that, when we 
receive a $43.07 gift from an active member, we will pass it along, and when we do not, we will 
meet that payment in some other way. You can relieve our church's budget and support the holy 
work we do together as a denomination by making a Per Capita gift to the church.  

Blood Donations Remain in Critical Need 
Parkville Presbyterian Church hosted a Community Blood Center 
blood drive on Wednesday, December 22nd. During one of the busi-
est days of the Christmas season, 19 people carved out time to 
give 18 units of blood, which means that as many as 54  
patients will receive the life-saving blood they need. Donors included two first-time givers, 
demonstrating the value of these community outreach efforts. Praise God for life-saving gifts and 
the people who give their time and energy to give them. Thanks again to Greg Smith for coordinat-
ing this effort! 

As you may know from news reports, blood supplies are extremely low and there remains an ongo-
ing and critical need for donations. If you weren’t able to give at our PPC Blood Drive, we encour-
age you to contact your local blood bank to make a donation! 
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Souper Bowl Sunday Feb. 13 – Help our youth fill 
boxes with food as you support one or the other 
team, even though neither may be your “preferred” 
team for winning this year’s SOUPer Bowl. 



 
P A G E  6  

Open Letter to Parkville Presbyterian Church Family and Friends — 
   As my last year on Session has drawn to a 
close, I have struggled to find words adequate 
to express my “thank yous” to Pastor Steve 
and the rest of you. Part of my mind is taking 
me to all the joyous memories* of my last 21 
years of being a part of this wonderful church. 
 
   The Berg-Walker Clan “adopted” me when I 
first came to Parkville with my niece back in 
2000.  Over time, the entire congregation be-
came my extended family and saw me through 
a broken ankle, major cancer surgeries, and 
multiple other operations. They provided sup-
port for our PPC outreach activities and al-
lowed me to serve on numerous committees, 
all doing fulfilling work in the community. I 
have so enjoyed singing in the choir, along 
with Sunday school (with teachers Randy 
Smith, Bill Geary, and Mike Vaughn to name 
just a few), helping with Communion and out-
reach, and working on various events and 
hospitality. I especially enjoyed the time spent 
with my tenor sisters Carole Bredeson and 
Karen Murray, singing duets with Jill Ballou, 
working with Lisa Weixelman on various pro-
jects, and with Marte Zirschky and Liz Miller 
producing our 175th Anniversary book. I have 
also developed strong personal friendships 
with many others that I treasure. 
 
   As you may recall, my life took a surprising 
turn when I renewed my acquaintance with 
Dan Kelly, who used to work for me as a tech 
specialist when I lived in Denver almost 4 dec-
ades ago. Our old secretary found me when 
his wife of many years passed (July 2020), and 
the rest is history. I moved back to Colorado 
this past March and we married in August 
2021. As an extra blessing, Steve and Janet 
Walker surprised me with their presence at 
the wedding in Indian Hills! 
 
   I’ve been staying in touch via Zoom, working 
with Session and on our SOPs, directories, 
and member web pages (Marcus Flores is an 
awesome teacher and Jolene Shaw has been 
indispensable with her collaboration). As I be-
gin my search for a new church, I hold you 
ALL in my heart. Thank you doesn’t begin to 
convey my appreciation for and the sense of 

this magical place where everyone is loved and 
everyone belongs, or the impact each of you 
has had on my life. Though we may grow 
apart, I will never forget you. 
 
          In gratitude, I remain 
 
          Johanna (Strother) Kelly 

 

*Memories referenced — in no particular order: 
always the singing, first read sessions on new 
music, Sunday morning praise team with the 
Walkers and Ed Lippincott, lessons with maestro 
Joyce Berg and later with Paul Erickson, ardu-
ous choir rehearsals, helping Jean Davidson 
with her computer and household problems, 
sewing costumes for PPC events and Little 
Dresses for Africa, blood drives, pageants, mak-
ing hospitality treats, work session events/
lunches/dinners, bringing lunches to work 
crews, roadside cleanup, writing our Standard 
Operating Procedures, developing easy-to-
maintain member directories, helping with soft-
ball team t-shirt sales on a Sunday morning, fig-
uring out how to do Sunday morning recordings, 
scheduling ushers and communion assistants 
with Carole,  addressing Christmas cards with 
Kathy, making deliveries, shopping for the 
Christmas Tree tag recipients, Sunday School 
lessons, Main Street Parkville Association meet-
ings, getting the church included on the local 
visitor’s map and having the City Council 
change an ordinance so we could get a digital 
messaging sign, stewardship campaign partici-
pation, telling stories from the pulpit that left me 
in tears, locking up the church late at night after 
events when it felt as though I had private time 
with the Almighty, working with the committee 
and writing the Growth Plan, designing media 
like the Outreach business card/pew book 
markers and narthex handouts, learning to help 
as co-treasurer, coping with COVID, and learn-
ing to help Marcus with the member pages/ 
newsletters/ directory postings, working with 
Jolene to update and hang event banners, clean-
ing up storerooms in the church, developing 
drive-through events and planning opportunities 
for interface with Park University… and those so 
special late Christmas Eve dinners between ser-
vices with Carole. 
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We have lots of exciting music 
planned for the month of February! 
On February 6, as we dis-
cuss Storytelling as a Form of Heal-
ing in Hebrews 11:1-12:2, the choir 
will offer Sally DeFord's arrangement 
of “I Think When I Read that Sweet 
Story.” Congregational singing will in-

clude “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” On February 13, as we begin our new sermon se-
ries Formed for a Purpose, the choir will offer John Purifoy's “Here Am I, Send Me.” On 
February 20, the choir will offer Antonio Caldara's Benedictus, accompanied by Marcy 
Gaston. Join us as we lift our voices in song!  

                                                                 — Sarah Lyons, Director of Music 
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Meals on Wheels (MOW) needs drivers in 
the Riverside, MO area.  Especially 
needed is help on Mondays.  Hours are ap-
proximately 10:30am – 12:00 noon.  The 
Riverside route consists of about eight deliv-
eries. Couples/teams are encouraged to ap-
ply. 

    This can also be a flexible position! If a 
volunteer/volunteers could only help with 
the route one Monday per month, or if you 
could be available occasionally as a substi-
tute driver, Platte Senior Services can use 
you also! 

    Meals on Wheels drivers have the unique 
ability to share a friendly face and deliver a 
hot, nutritious meal to our neighbors. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to give back to our 
community. Let me know if you have ques-
tions or comments.   

 Contact Deanna Adkins 

 Volunteer and Development Specialist 

 Platte Senior Services, Inc. 
 816-270-4100 

A rainbow of welcome bags greeted inter-
national students for Park University’s 
spring term. Our Mission ministry deliv-
ered 60 tote bags filled with snacks, toilet-
ries, notes of welcome, and invitations to 
the SPEAC food pantry, the Parkville Liv-
ing Center, and to Parkville Presbyterian 
Church. Thanks to all for your donations 
that resulted in a warm welcome to stu-
dents on the coldest day of the year.  

Platte Senior Services needs 
Help with Meals on Wheels! Welcome Bags for Park  

University International  
Students — 
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 Jill Ballou 

Gary Blanck 

Glenn Craig 

 

 

Chris Davis 

Nancy Ebberts 

Alan Grimes 

Russ Jones 

 

 

 

Angela Smith 

Gerry Lowery 

Marianne Sportsman 

Paul Wickens 

 

N OT MANY MEMBERS can claim Parkville as 
their birth place, but Sandra Annis was 

born at 205 Main, grew up here, and lived in 
Parkville until just the last few years. 
“I was born in my favorite town,” Sandra 
says. 
 
   Her mother took her to 
Parkville Presbyterian 
when she was two and the 
church was located on 9 
Highway. Her father built 
the Francis Funeral Home 
(now Meyers) on Main 
Street in 1942 and for sev-
eral years Sandra lived 
above it. A treat was going 
to see her mother’s family, 
who were German, on their 
farm in Farley. 
 
   She was a Girl Scout in 
the church troop and later babysat the Berg 
children including Janet (Berg) Walker. She 
attended Graden Elementary and the former 
Parkville School that is now an apartment 
house on the corner of Main and 9th Street - 
just north of our present church location. 
 
   Married young, Sandra had a daughter, 
Sylvia, who met and married her husband 
Doug at The Bell Road Barn, a local live 
theater. 
 
   “We had the wedding reception there,” 

said Sandra. “For several years in the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s I had the ‘Feed Bag’ on 
weekends. We served brownies, ice cream 
and lemonade during intermissions.” 
 
   Sylvia and Doug have two children and 

they in turn have given 
Sandra four great-
grandchildren including 
three five-year olds. Yes, 
that includes a set of twin 
boys. 
 
   Sandra worked 10 years 
in the library at Park Uni-
versity when Dr. Harold 
Smith was head librarian 
followed by three years at 
Mid-Continent Public Li-
brary. 
 
   A change of pace took 

her to TWA from which she retired in 1996. 
During her 10 years at TWA Sandra met and 
married the late Bob Annis. 
 
   “Parkville Presbyterian Church is family,” 
Sandra said, “in every sense of the word.” 

   It is family she has served as a deacon, an 
elder, a Bible School teacher and on many 
committees. She currently is a part of the 
Thursday Lunch Bunch which she highly rec-
ommends to those who have not partici-
pated. 

Featured Folks:  Sandra Annis 
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Parkville Presbyterian Church 

February 2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

3 
10:00a.m. Morning Circle 
 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
11-3:00pm  
DAR 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9:00am  Sunday 
School 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on Face-
book 
 
Scout Sunday  
5:00p.m. Youth Group 
6:00p.m. 20/30 Vision  

7 
  
 
 
  
 
7:00p.m. Evening Circle  
 
8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 
 

8 ELECTION DAY 
 
2:00p.m. SPEAC 
Board Meeting  in 
person 
 
7:00p.m. IFD  
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

9 
12:00p.m. Faith Lead-
ers Alliance  

 
 
 
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

10 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
7:00p.m. Generosity, 
Risk Taking Mission 
Meetings 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  (Whipple Hall) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8:00p.m.  Break 
Time PLC 

12 
10-7:00p.m. Scouts 
Pine Derby 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

 9:00am Sunday 
School 
 
10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on Face-
book  
 
 

14 
10-1p.m. Days For Girls 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
6:30p.m. Session  

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 
 

16 

 
 
 
6:00p.m. Ambulance 
Meeting  
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

17 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

18 
 
 

19 
10-1:00p.m. Girl 
Scouts @ Whipple 
Hall  
 
9-11:00a.m. SPEAC 
Drive Thru Event  
 
 
3-9:00p.m. Scouts 
Chili Cook-Off  

20 
9:00a.m.  Sunday 
School 
10:00a.m. Worship,  
in person and on 
Facebook  
 
 
  
 

21 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7-8:00pm Choir  
Practice 

24 
12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

279:00am Sunday 

School10:00a.m. 
Worship, in person 
and on Facebook 

 

 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday Worship 10am in person in the 
Sanctuary or online via YouTube.  
The Session asks that worshipers wear 
masks during worship in Sanctuary. 
Church Office: 816.741.1641 
e-Mail: church@parkvillepresby.org 
Website:  www.parkvillepresby.org 
Watch live on Facebook or find us on  
YouTube, and Zoom into our virtual classes  
and other gatherings! 

PARKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
819 Main Street 

Parkville, MO 64152-3630 

 
Office: 816.741.1641 

Fax: 816.741.1744 

e-mail  church@parkvillepresby.org  

Website  www.parkvillepresby.org 
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