
 

You are the salt of the earth . . . 

     You are the light of the world. — Jesus (Matthew 5:13-14) 
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embrace, and 

love all people, 

through Christ 

who loves us! 
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Blue Christmas: Sunday, Dec. 4th, 6pm 

The holiday season is a time of celebration, but it can also be a time of stress, 
grief, and difficulty. If you are feeling the loss of a loved one, or if the holiday 
season is lonely and challenging, or if you simply feel the stress of all there is to 
do — and need a space of sacred solace -- Blue Christmas is for you.  

Through this worship service, we take a break from the holiday season and re-
ceive the comfort of God.  

If you know someone who could use a service like this, invite them to join us, as 
this is a wonderful opportunity to show people the love of God and connect 
them to the wider life of the church. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

This year, on Christmas Eve, we will offer our three regular services: a service 

designed for families with young kids at 5pm, our traditional service with the 
full choir at 7pm, and a contemplative service at 11pm. 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, and the church will be open from 8:30 to 11:30 
am as we host an Open House for Jesus. Come when you can and stay for as 

long as you like. There will be readings and prayers every half-hour. We’ll also 
call out and sing our favorite carols.  



 

   

 

 

 

Food Pantry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

SPEAC  

can especially 
use these food 
and personal 

items this 

 December: 

 

 

 

As inflated food prices 
affect your grocery 
budget, please be think-
ing of those who have 
even less with which to 
purchase food, and per-
haps more for whom to 
purchase. God bless 
each of you in this Sea-
son of Giving as you  
remember the vital food 
needs of others in our 

community! 
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 Hillcrest Angel Tree 
Each year during Advent, PPC sponsors a family or families re-

siding at Hillcrest Platte County.  PPC congregants have an op-

portunity to select an angel or angels from the Christmas tree in 

the church narthex that lists a gift for a Hillcrest resident.  Infor-

mation regarding interests, favorite colors, gender, and age of re-

cipient are provided to help the giver in selecting a gift that is 

both personal and meaningful to the recipient. Please wrap the 

gift, attach the tree angel you have chosen for the gift, and return 

it to the Angel Tree at church by Sunday, December 11.  Contact 

Linda Tillinghast if you have questions. 

 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Steve and family — 

Sunday, Dec 18, after church  
Contact Molly Braun to help with 
the pageant, or Teri Frazier for 
more information about the fare-
well reception. 

Pork ‘n Beans 

Salt and Pepper 

Pancake mixes 

Brownie Mixes 

Red Beans 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 
Music to Engage your Christmas Spirit! 

The NorthWinds Symphonic Band Holiday Concert will be Sun-

day, Dec. 4 at 3pm at Staley High School.  

The Northland Community Choir’s seasonal concert “This is a 

Time for Joy” will be Sunday, Dec. 11, 3pm in the PPC Sanctuary, 

with reception follow-

ing. 

The Parkville Sym-

phonic Band Christ-

mas program, includ-

ing carol sing-a-long, 

will be Tuesday, Dec. 

13, 7:30pm at Pine 

Ridge Presbyterian 

Church. 

mailto:kc.molly.jackson@gmail.com
mailto:teri.frazier53@gmail.com


 

A 
T THE END OF DECEMBER, I will no longer be 

the pastor of Parkville Presbyterian 

Church. Beginning in January, I will hold a part

-time counseling internship at Clinical Associ-

ates in Lenexa, KS and serve as the part-time 

interim pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church 

on Swope Parkway. My family and I will con-

tinue to live in the Northland, and Kari will con-

tinue to work at St. Luke’s on 

Barry Road. We’ll essentially exist 

in a big triangle around the metro 

area. 

   As I prepare to depart this pas-

torate, I have a few parting 

thoughts for the church. As you 

chart the next chapter of PPC’s 

story, this will be my final oppor-

tunity to contribute to the conver-

sation you will lead. 

   As you go forward, I would urge you to never 

lose sight of the mission God has given you.  

   PPC is a place “where everyone is loved, where 

everyone belongs.” During the past eight years, 

we have identified hospitality as the most signifi-

cant gift God has given us. Building on that gift, 

we have developed an identity of inclusivity and 

deepened our practice of inclusivity. As the 

church’s story continues to unfold, I hope that 

you will build on this identity, and continue 

drawing the circle ever wider. 

   PPC is also a place where those in need are 

never turned away. We may not be able to meet 

every need all the time, but we will always do 

everything we can for those who come to us. We 

live this part of our mission through the SPEAC 

Food Pantry, Parkville Living Center, and Hill-

crest, among other ministries. As the church’s 

story continues to unfold, I hope that more peo-

ple will become directly involved in serving those 

in need. 

   Whatever else you do, make sure the mission 

of God comes first. Everything else will fall into 

place from there. 

    Now, with that said, I do have some thoughts 

on the institutional viability of the church.  I 

firmly believe in the promise of Matthew 6:33, 

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God,” and all the 

things you need “shall be granted unto you.” 

   However, there are times when the provision of 

God comes through the actions we take. There 

are times when God calls us in a 

particular direction and then pro-

vides us with the courage to walk in 

that way. And then when we do, pro-

vision comes.  

   The question for Parkville Presbyte-

rian Church is, “How is God calling 

to us in this moment? What might 

we do to meet the call of God and fol-

low a divine path into the future?” 

   I believe that PPC needs to double 

in size within the next ten to fifteen years. If we 

want to maintain our current building as a gift 

for the community, and maintain (or even grow) 

our current staffing model, this is what we must 

do.  

   If we are not willing to do what it takes to 

grow, we will have to restructure, perhaps by 

hiring a part-time pastor, merging with another 

congregation, or rebranding. 

   Either growth or restructuring can be holy, 

practical, viable options for the church.  

   The growth option is something we can accom-

plish. It will take a full commitment from every-

one in the church. For the growth option to 

work, there can be no one sitting on the side-

lines. There can be no one who thinks, “The 

church doesn’t need me to do this work. I’m not 

good at it. I can’t help.” There can be no one who 

thinks, “Well, I already told everyone that we 

need to grow and how we can do it, so it’s every-

one else’s job to do the work.” 

   Those kinds of attitudes won’t get it done.  

Pastoral Visit — Rev. Steve Andrews 

Continued on next page  
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   Instead, if we choose to pursue the growth op-

tion, it will require a full commitment from eve-

ryone in the church. And that commitment 

should be expressed as a calling from God to ex-

pand awareness of the love of God and to draw 

more people into a path of discipleship.  

   If we opt for growth, we need to commit our-

selves to our own spiritual development—not 

because we are any more lacking in the Spirit 

than anyone else, but because we are human 

beings and this is something people need, espe-

cially when there is a long and challenging road 

ahead.  

   If we are committed to growth, we need to be 

students of Scripture. We need to be consistent 

attenders of worship. We need to pray and open 

ourselves up to what God will do with us in 

prayer. 

   Church growth will require sacrifice on our 

parts, and how can we offer ourselves in sacri-

fice for the sake of love without standing at the 

cross, looking up at the one who gave up his life 

out of love for us? We need Jesus to inspire us. 

We need the Holy Spirit to fuel us. We need God 

to remind us that it is not always easy to wel-

come new people into the fold, that it is hard to 

make room for them and for the new ideas they 

bring—but that is all worth it to expand aware-

ness of the love of God and to draw more people 

into a path of discipleship. 

   According to Jesus, when we give ourselves up 

for the sake of others, we find ourselves. By sac-

rificing ourselves, we save ourselves. By letting 

go of our own ideas and our own place of respect 

and prestige, we become more fulfilled than we 

have ever been.  

   In sacrifice, we are made whole. 

   How can we live a life of such spiritual 

strength without spiritual development to nour-

ish us? 

   The growth option is realistic for us. It is 

something we can do. If we believe this is the 

right path—if all of us commit ourselves to 

working for this path—and if we are willing to 

engage in the spiritual development that will 

give us strength for the road ahead—God can 

empower us to do this. 

   Of course, if that is not our choice, there is 

always the restructuring option, and there are 

many intriguing, Spirit-filled possibilities avail-

able to us.  

   Now, I should be clear here that there are 

three different ways to choose the restructuring 

option.  

   One is to deliberately choose it as the course 

we believe God is leading us to adopt.  

   The second is to say we are choosing the 

growth option, but not make the commitment of 

time, energy, and passion to truly bring it to life. 

By doing this, we will choose restructuring by 

default, by not really giving the growth option a 

chance for success.  

   The third way we can choose restructuring is 

by not making a choice at all, by simply walking 

on our current path and leaving the church’s 

future up to chance. If we do this, we will choose 

restructuring by default. However it happens, 

whether by choosing or not choosing, we make a 

choice. 

   And again, if we choose the restructuring op-

tion, there are many intriguing, Spirit-filled pos-

sibilities available to us.  

   Merging with another congregation would not 

be a seamless process, but there are ways to 

make it easier. We would have to figure out what 

to do with the property of each church. We 

would have to figure out leadership and staffing 

structures. It’s not a seamless process. But it’s 

easier when the congregations themselves pro-

pose it to each other, rather than having it im-

posed on them by the presbytery. And it’s easier 

when you do it before it has to be done, when 

you are still big enough, energetic enough, and 

young enough in spirit to absorb a major change 

Pastoral Visit — cont’d from previous page 

Continued on next page  
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and continue living as the people of God. If this op-

tion is pursued before it is forced by financial or 

other circumstances, it can be a very positive 

one indeed. 

   Another restructuring option is reducing the 

time commitment of staff, shifting to a part-time 

pastor and reducing staffing in other areas. 

   Another would be to rebrand our current 

building as the Parkville Living Center, and to 

use that new identity as an opportunity to ag-

gressively pursue grant funding, seek corporate 

and other public donations, and live into a new 

calling in complete service to our community. 

Under this option, Parkville Presbyterian Church 

would live on as the most important program 

that meets in a new community center in the 

heart of Parkville, and the spirit of the church 

would persist in self-sacrificial love. 

   Imagine this: a church so committed to living 

into the self-sacrificial love of Jesus Christ, that 

it is willing to make room in the building God 

gave it for more and different people to find a 

place and live their lives; a church so committed 

to living into the self-sacrificial love of Jesus 

Christ, that it is willing to have another organi-

zation’s name be more prominent on the sign 

outside; a church so committed to serving its 

community that it made a community center the 

heart of its mission. 

   There are many people my age and younger 

would love to attend a church like that. 

   Parkville Presbyterian Church has served the 

people of God and the wider community of Park-

ville for 177 years. Through the grace of God, 

this work can keep going for another 177 years. 

But what will it look like, and what will it take to 

get there? As a church, we stand at a cross-

roads, and the sacrificial love of Jesus can lead 

us either way. 

Pastoral Visit — concluded from previous page 

The final wild song of your birth night can never be written; 

The last shining word of your coming cannot be said. 

Rough, slow-minded shepherds will run, angel-driven, forever  

by night to a cave and a cattle shed. 

And YOU, beyond bondage of time, without end or beginning, 

Will wake in the arms of a maid on an unending night. 

You, the unuttered Word Become Flesh and forever now spoken,  

Will be here, be our life, our accessible light. 

Tonight is Your night, Your incredible, song-spangled story. 

We shepherds and flocks wait on fields far beyond Bethlehem Plain: 

O Angels, O Shepherds, O Joseph, O Mary, O Jesus, O God, 

Tell us, your children, the story again.         

                                                                                     —  Evaline Wolf 
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Dave Allen 

Calvin Bumann 

Marco Listrom 

Mary Listrom 

Joel Overfelt 

Kathy Plack 

Melissa Humphries 

Alexander Raines 

Nate Staley 

Marcia Tighe 

Doug Walker 

 

Happy 

Birthday! 

We Celebrate December Birthdays! 

The Christmas Joy Offering  

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished 

Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering 

distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of 

the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges equipping communities of 

color.  

 

The Assistance Program provides critical financial 

support to church workers and their families.  

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide 

education and leadership development while nurturing 

racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyte-

rian commitment for nearly 140 years. 

This offering will be dedicated at PPC on the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18.  

 

We began the Season of  

Advent this past Sunday, 

with the Walker/Chapple 

families leading us in the 

lighting of the first  

Advent Candle. 
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As we transition into a new time in ministry, we are also re-evaluating our communication 

to and with the congregation. The Salt Shaker newsletter will be reimagined with new 

oversight. The weekly update, sent out midweek via email, will continue and your news 

items for those should be directed to Joleen Shaw in the church office, or Steve Walker. If 

you are not receiving this weekly email, please contact the church office to be added to the 

distribution. 

   Thanks to those who have contributed monthly to the Salt Shaker over the last decade, 

especially to Marte Zirschky for her “Featured Folks” column, Joleen for calendar prepara-

tion and mailout of paper hard copies – with assistance by John Broyles; Janet Geary for 

proofreading assistance, various PPC members for sharing photographs, and Pastor Steve 

for regular monthly contributions, suggestions and feedback. 

P A G E  7  

Note of Thanks:  Many thanks to all for your prayers, thoughts, cards, phone calls, visits, and 
meals during my recent surgery and recovery.  It was so comforting to be surrounded with 
your caring and kindness.  No further treatment is needed, and my return to good health is 
expected.      — Linda Tillinghast  

Join us for worship in December! As we progress 
through the Advent season, we will sing a few 
verses of the chant “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
each week. As we discuss peace on the second Sun-
day of Advent (December 4), the choir will offer 
Elaine Hagenberg’s anthem “Deep Peace,” com-
posed just last year. Instrumental offerings will in-

clude the famous Dona Nobis Pacem canon featuring Kara Fitzpatrick, flute and Janet Walker, re-

corder. Serenity Pederson will offer the Taizé piece “Give Us Peace of Heart” on trumpet. That evening, 
join us at 6pm for our Blue Christmas service, which will include congregational singing of the hymn “Star-
Child.” On December 11, as we hear a message of joy for the third Sunday of Advent, we will hear Wilbur 
Held’s arrangement of IN DULCI JUBILO for solo organ. Don't miss the Christmas Pageant on December 18! 
As we hear a message of love this fourth Sunday of Advent, we will hear French Classical organist-composer 

Guillaume Lasceux’s setting of the Magnificat. Musical offerings on Christmas Eve will include Katie Jones 
singing “O Holy Night.” The month will culminate with lots of congregational singing of carols, which we 
are able to safely do this year! Thanks be to God.               — Sarah Lyons, Director of Music 

 

A great time and turnout 

for Parkville Living Cen-

ter’s Thanksgiving din-

ner. Over 100 persons 

were served! Thanks to 

all who participated and 

especially to those who 

helped in any way. 



 

     Parkville Presbyterian Church 

   DECEMBER  2022  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
10:00am Morning Circle 
 

12:00pm Lunch. RSVP to 
Church Office. 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 

the Track  
 
 

2 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
5-9pm  Recital  

3 
10-12pm  Lighting 
Meeting  

 
11-3:00pm DAR 
 
10-1:00pm AAUW  

Christmas Program  
 
5-9pm Recital 

4 
9:00a. Sunday School  
10:00a.m. Worship, in 

person and on  
Facebook 
3pm Ann Biswell 
Concert  

6:00pm Blue  
Christmas 
 

5 
 
 

 
 
 
7:00pm Evening Circle  

7:00pm NCC 
7-8:00pm Scouts  

6 
10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
 
 
6:30pm IFD  

6:30-7:30pm Scouts 
 
 

7 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

812:00pm Lunch.  

 
6-8:00pm Thousand 

Oaks Meeting  
 
7:00p.m. Generosity, 
Risk Taking Mission 

Meetings 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 
the Track  (Whipple Hall) 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
4-7:00pm Dance 
Recital 

 

10 
10-12:00pm Dance 
Recital  

4:00pm 
NCC Rehearsal  
 
4-9:30pm Excep-

tional Humans   
Christmas Party  

11 

9:00 Sunday School  
 

10:00a.m. Worship, in 
person and on  
Facebook  
11:15am Lunch  & 

Pastor transition 
update  
 
3:00pm NCC Winter 

12 
10-1:00pm Days For 
Girls  

  
 
6:30pm Session  
 

 
 
7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts  
 

 

13 
10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
2:00pm SPEAC Board 
Meeting  
 

 
 
 
6:30-7:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

14 

8:30am Main Street 
Assoc. Mtg. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

15 
 
 

12:00pm Lunch & cookie 
decorating sponsored by 
Parkville Living Center  
 

 
 
 
7:00p.m. Right Side of 

the Track  

16 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
6pm-11am Scout 
Overnight  

17 
 
Set-up for Christmas 

Pageant  
 
 

18 

9:00 Sunday School  
Christmas Pageant  

10:00a.m. Worship,  
in person and on 
Facebook  
11:15 am Andrews 

Celebration  
5:00pm Piano Recital  
 

19 

  

 
 

 
 
7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 
 

20 

10-12:00pm Tech 
Connect  

 
7:00pm Berg Concert  
 
 

6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

21 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

22  

 
NO LUNCH  

 
 
 
7:00pm Right Side of the 

Tracks 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 Christmas Eve 

         Services 

5:00 pm Family 

Service 

7:00pm Traditional 

11:00pm  Contem-

plative Service 

25 

 

8:30-11:30am  

Christmas Readings 

& Carols Every half 

hour; stay as long as 

you like  

26 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
 
 
 

7-8:00p.m. Boy Scouts 

27 

10-12pm Tech  
Connect  

 
 
 
 

6:30-7:30p.m. Cub 
Scouts 

28 

 

 
 
 

 
 

29 

NO LUNCH  
 

 
 
 
7:00pm Right Side of the 

Tracks 

30 

 

6-8:00pm BREAK 

TIME  sponsored 

by PLC 

31  



 

Sunday Worship 10am in person in the 
Sanctuary or online via YouTube.  
The Session asks that worshipers wear 
masks during worship in Sanctuary. 
Church Office: 816.741.1641 
e-Mail: church@parkvillepresby.org 
Website:  www.parkvillepresby.org 
Watch live on Facebook or find us on  
YouTube, and Zoom into our virtual classes  
and other gatherings! 

PARKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

819 Main Street 

Parkville, MO 64152-3630 

 

Office: 816.741.1641 

Fax: 816.741.1744 

e-mail  church@parkvillepresby.org  

Website  www.parkvillepresby.org 

   

 

PARKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Steven Andrews ~ Pastor  
Jolene Shaw ~ Office Administrator 
Dr. Sarah Lyons ~ Music Director 
Dr. Dorothy Glick Maglione ~ Choir Director 
 
 

http://www.parkvillepresby.org/watch
http://www.parkvillepresby.org/watch
https://www.facebook.com/parkvillepresby/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDJKXzJJ8k95kBc1d7V_gBQ/videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/187113585?pwd=NFhaRS9YZ0U4eFN2dmoyMUpJUFcrdz09&status=success
mailto:church@parkvillepresby.org
http://www.parkvillepresby.org

