
 

òYou are the salt of the earth . . . 

       You are the light of the world.ó   ñ Jesus (Matthew 5:13 -14) 

OUR MISSION 

Parkville Presbyterian 

Church is a community of  

believers following  

Jesus Christ by sharing 

Godõs Word,  

serving and  

welcoming all.  
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Hillcrest Platte County Walk/Run   May 14, 8:00amðZona Rosa 

The Hillcrest Platte County family fun walk is an event that raises awareness 
and funds to support our  mission to transition homeless families to self-
sufficiency. Participating in the Walk for the Homeless is an excellent way to 
show your support for Hillcrest and the families we  serve. Thousands of 
community members across the Kansas City area have participated in Walk 
for the Homeless for nearly 20 years. This year's event promises to be exciting 
for all and will include entertainment, guest speakers and òobstaclesó to 
overcome during the fun walk.  Donations will update our apartment at Hill-
crest.  To register, click here. 

Acolyte Training and Lunch  
We would like to invite all current and interested Acolytes to a training/

refresher on May 15th  after the 11am church service. This is also Pente-
cost Sunday. The kids would take part 

in learning what it means to be an  
Acolyte as well as the procedures they 
would follow on the Sundays they are 
assigned, and there will be lunch pro-

vided in Whipple Hall immediately 
following.   If your youth are interested 
in attending the training, please email 

me so that I can have an estimate of 
how many will be attending.  Thank 

you again for your commitment to this 
wonderful ministry! If attending, 

please contact Katie Davis - 
Davis-klaohara@aol.com. 

https://sna.etapestry.com/fundraiser/HillcrestMinistriesofPlatteCo/wfth2016/register.do
mailto:Davis-klaohara@aol.com


   

Thank you for all you do 

to bless our neighbors! 

 

Place shared items in 

the grocery cart outside 

the Sanctuary. Special 

needs at this time are: 

 

¶ Bath soap 

¶ Dry beans 

¶ Sugar 

¶ Flour 

¶ Feminine hygiene 

products 

¶ Corn muffin mix 
¶ Tea bags 

¶ Jell-O 

¶ Pudding mix 

 

Cash donations are  

always helpfulñ 

make checks to  

SPEAC Food Pantry 

May 

Food 

Pantry 

Needs 

 
 
 

Items are  

welcome 

throughout  

the month! 

ñNo Namesò 
 

 

 

 

 
The Northland is home to many differ-
ent volunteer groups. One you might 
not have heard of is aptly called òThe 
No Names.ó The group started with Joe 
Swartz in 1976, when a small group of 
guys visited a nursing home in River-
side.  The name of the group was the 
òno names,ó and that name came about 
because the residents they visited al-
ways wanted to know what church 
they were from, and Swartz would say 
they did not represent a church and 
they had no name. The group has 
grown considerably since in the last 40 
years, but has stayed true to the name 
and the mission. 

   òWe presently go to Maple Wood 
Care Center, Riverside Nursing & Re-
habilitation Center and Hillview Nurs-
ing and Rehab in Platte City. We have a 
little over ninety members.  It is a mix-
ture of males and females, and most of 
our members are over 50 and many are 
60+,ó member Al Babich says. 

   Kathie Hopper and her husband have 
been group members since 1981. 

   òOn our visits, we offer magazines 
and sugar-free candy to any who want 
them.  When visiting, we spend about 
five minutes in each room, and there 
are usually four to six people visiting at 
a time.  We are organized in groups for 
each of the nursing homes, mostly by 
alphabet.  Typically, we visit each 
about four to five times a year. We 
would really like to have younger peo-
ple join us. The residents really love to 
see children and pets,ó Hopper says. 

   Volunteering can have a great benefit 
to those volunteering.  

   òI feel I benefit most by seeing the 
happiness on each of the faces of the 
people we see, especially those who do 
not have any other visitors.  It makes 
me thankful that I can brighten 
someoneõs life even if for only a short 
time. All are welcome who have a heart 
for lifting the spirits of those not able to 
get out,ó Hopper says. 

   Babich has a slightly different take on 
the benefits of volunteering. òI feel I 
need to act and think beyond what just 
ôbenefitsõ me.  We can say it is a Chris-
tian mantra or a spiritual mantra, but I 
believe it is what makes us hu-
man.  Matthew 25: 40  ôéwhatever you 
did for one these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me.õ  Joe Swartz who 
founded No Names was a very spiritu-
al man and I think people of like beliefs 
joined No Names because they shared 
his values of service to his fellow hu-
man,ó Babich says. 

   The No Names do not do any adver-
tising  but with over 90 members, that 
doesnõt appear to be holding them 
back. 

   òTraditionally our new members 
have come from solicitations and rec-
ommendations of active members.  We 
pretty much have kept a low profile 
because we are the ôNo Namesõ.  Many 
of our members have come from 
church memberships or the Rotary or 
other organizations,ó Babich says. 

   The group is reaching out to attract 
new members and to pay tribute to all 
members who have quietly served this 
community since 1976. 

   òI think the bottom line is we go and 
have fun with the residents. Sometimes 
you get a blank stare and no signs of 
acknowledgement, but I think the fact 
we acknowledge them as a fellow hu-
man is registered somewhere with the 
residents,ó Babich says. 

     ~ courtesy Northland Lifestyle 

(No Names is a PPC hands-on mission) 

T H E  S A L T  S H A K E R  



Pastoral Visit   

òIn the bulb there is a flower; in the 

seed, an apple tree; in cocoons, a hid-

den promise: butterflies will soon be 

free! In the cold and snow of winter 

there's a spring that waits to be, unre-

vealed until its season, something God 

alone can see.ó 

   Worship in April has 

been a powerful experi-

ence, and May promises 

to bring continued new 

life, and continued joyñ

as we explore Godõs 

Word and offer ourselves 

to the Lord in worship.  

   In recent weeks, weõve 

been exploring the practice and 

theology of death and dyingñ

taking a topic that is normally con-

fined to the shadows and exposing 

it to the light of Godõs Word and 

Christõs Resurrection.  

   So far, in both sermons and Sun-

day School, weõve explored ad-

vanced healthcare directives, funer-

al pre-planning, and estate plan-

ningñthree important things that 

anyone, of any age, can explore, as 

tools to care for our loved ones to-

ward the end of our lives and be-

yond. Resources to complete these 

holy tasks will be available at the 

church throughout the series and 

afterward, as well. Also, Iõm always 

glad to sit down and talk with you 

about this or anything else, and to 

be a personal resource as you form 

a plan for your healthcare, your 

funeral, or your estate. 

   As we continue the series this 

month, though, we move away 

from things we can plan to things 

that are unplannedñfrom death 

that comes in the natural course of 

life, to death that is experienced as 

an inexplicable tragedy. On May 

1st, weõll consider the meaning of 

death when it comes far too 

soon, explore the depth of 

grief when it is deep and in-

consolable, and explore the 

meaning of Resurrection in 

the wake of tragedy. 

On May 8th, weõll consider the 

afterlife, thinking about the 

soul and heaven, but also 

about the Scriptural promise of a 

redeemed creation here on Earth. 

And on May 15 th, the day of Pente-

cost, weõll consider endings and 

beginnings, death and new life, in 

the context of a church.  

   After all, when the first Christians 

gathered for the Feast of Pentecost 

nearly two thousand years ago, and 

òdivided tongues, as of fire, ap-

peared to rest on each of themó 

(Acts 2:3), they experienced the 

birth of the churchñbut it only 

came in the wake of Christõs death, 

resurrection, and ascension. And so 

death leads to new life, and end-

ings lead to beginnings. In the bulb 

there is, indeed, a flower. 

   Our series ends on May 15th, but 

in its wake there will be other 

unique and powerful worship ser-

vices. Join us on May 22nd for Grad-

uation Sunday, as we honor those 

who are moving to the next level in 

Sunday School, or graduating from 

high school and heading toward 

college. The service will feature a 

video sermon from Emily Powers, 

our Young Adult Volunteer in New 

York City, as well as other special 

surprises. Itõs not quite òLive from 

New Yorkéó but recorded from 

New York is still pretty great!  

   And on May 29 th, you can once 

again òAsk Me Anything,ó as Iõll 

offer a special sermon featuring my 

spontaneous responses to your 

spontaneous questions. This time, 

weõll offer you the opportunity to 

write questions down before the 

day of the service and submit them 

ahead of time, and once again, Iõll 

answer all the questions I donõt get 

to in worship right here in The Salt 

Shaker. 

   As I bring your note to a close, Iõd 

like to thank all of you for your ac-

tive role in worship. Your gusto 

during the Call to Worship, your 

powerful voices lifted up in song, 

your enthusiasm during the Pass-

ing of the Peace, and your attentive 

eyes during the sermonñinspire 

me to keep teaching, preaching, 

and offering what I have to God 

each Sunday. I hope you feel the 

same way, and that the offerings 

we craft togetherñofferings of our 

time, our voices, and our whole 

selvesñwill continue to be lifted to 

the Lord in grace and love. Amen.  
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Educational Opportunities  

Adult Education on Sunday mornings  

 

ñOf Idols and Iconsò ð May 8-29 

Godõs world was created so that we might see 
Godõs loving reflection in everythingñ
including ourselves. So how is it that we have 
come to see so little of God in the world, to fear 
so much and to despise one another? Maybe itõs 
because to have turned bits of Godõs good crea-
tion into idols to be worshiped. Through images of 
nature, classical art and other ideals weõll look 
into the character of Idols and Icons and our 
worship of them. Weõll see if we can live less 
fearfully and more worshipfully by recasting, 
revisioning and redefining our idols and icons 
back into Godõs creation. 
Please join us! Mike Vaughn 
facilitates. 

 

Faith and Families 

Class 

5/1 and 5/8 Ann Atkin ñ 
Mind Style  

5/15 Laura Ozenberger - 
SPEAC food pantry 

5/22 Randy Smith and Bill 
GearyñIsrael 

5/29, 6/5, and 6/19  
Jim ElliffñMysteries and 
Disturbing Realities: Jesusõ 
Parables in Matthew 13 

6/12 open 

 

 
 

Dear Parkville Presbyterian Church,  

I wanted to thank you for your support of Share 
Mission ministries in our Presbytery in 2015. 
You helped us: 

¶ Start new churches 

¶ Strengthen existing churches 

¶ Support all the manifold ministries of our 
Heartland Center (near you!)  

¶ Train future leadership  

¶ Keep Justice at the forefront. 

You are a blessing! 

Grace, peace and thanks, 

Kevin Jones ð Stewardship Division  
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Little Dresses for Africa 

Will NOT meet in May;  

we will resume our First Friday 
meetings in June! 

 

 

July 11 - 15,  9 - 11:30 a.m.  

Vacation Bible School:  July 11-15 

Vacation Bible Schools gives us the unique 

opportunity to share Godôs love with the chil-

dren in our community for 12 1/2 hours dur-

ing a week filled with stories, songs and ac-

tivities. 

 

We have places for all youth and adults.  

Volunteers will: 

¶ Lead age groups from center to center 

¶ Lead craft center 

¶ Lead science center 

¶ Prepare and serve snacks 

¶ Lead games 

¶ Share Bible stories 

¶ Lead songs 

 

Organizational meeting 

Sunday, May 22 

4:00 pm 

 

Contact Cindy Wissinger  

cindywissinger@gmail.com or  

Janet Geary jegeary1@gmail.com  

if you have questions. 

Find Your Place in Our Vacation Bible School 

Cave Quest     July 11-15, 9:00 - 11:30 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/13bkgj9rfwqw5/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=cindywissinger@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/13bkgj9rfwqw5/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=jegeary1@gmail.com


T H E  S A L T  S H A K E R  

Friday, April 29 ~ 7:00 p.m. 



AMAZON SMILE ð  
Shop and Support Heartland 
Center While Doing It! 

    We are excited to share that Heartland Cen-
ter has become affiliated with Amazon 
Smile.  This is a program that uses the purchas-
es you make as a means to donate to the Cen-
ter; being a non-profit allows us to qualify. 
Through the "Amazon Smile" program, whenev-
er you make a purchase on Amazon,  0.5% of 
your purchase cost will be donated to Heartland 
Center.  

   To participate, instead of going to the Ama-
zon Website, go to Amazon Smile. The first 
time you do so, the site will prompt you for the 
charitable organization you are supporting. 
Search for "Heartland Presbyterian Center," 
and select it as your preferred charity. Your 
purchase(s) will then lead to an amount of 0.5% 
of the price being donated to Heartland Center 
at no additional cost to you. 

   Thanks for your continued support! It is be-
cause of you that we are able to provide a 
Christian camping experience to so many youth 
in our churches and our communities.   

2016 Memorial Scholarship 
Forms for the 2016 Memorial Scholarship are 
available on the kiosk in the narthex. Both gradu-
ating high school seniors and college students are 
eligible to apply.  The initial scholarship amount 
is between $500 and $1000. College students may 
apply for a renewal scholarship of $250 with a 
lifetime limit of $2,000.  The scholarship is intend-
ed to assist the student with tuition, fees, book or 
supplies.  

Completed applications are due May 1, 
2016.  Questions may be directed to Mary 
Listrom at marylistrom@aol.com. 

 

 

The 1st Annual 
Golf Tourna-
ment benefit-
ing Family 
Promise of the 
Northland  will 
be held on 

Monday, June 6 at the Tiffany Springs Golf 
Course.  Feeling skilled that day? A Hole-In-One 
could win you $10,000 cash, two round-trip air-
line tickets, a Sharp Flat Screen TV or other priz-
es. To sink a putt from 60õ, you can buy one ticket 
for $10 or buy two tickets for $15 ð and a chance 
to win $2,500 cash or other raffle prizes. Each 
golfer entry fee of $125 includes green fee, golf 
cart, range warm-up, lunch, favors, and $53 chari-
table contribution.      

Registration and Warm Up  
begin at 7:15 a.m. with an 8:30 a.m. Shotgun start. 
This will be a four -person scramble. Lunch and 
awards follow play. To register,  please call Brid-

get Mendoza, 888-7070 ext. 3 by May 20. Of 
course, lots of volunteers are needed to make this 
tournament possible. So if you are interested in 
volunteering that day, please contact Marilyn 
Gardner 816-468-8735. 

The Golf Tournament supports  
Family Promise of the Northland.  
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Many gracious hosts and hostesses made PPC 

a welcoming place during two recent elections. 

Thanks also to those who donated food items. 

mailto:marylistrom@aol.com
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